Maori cultural identity and the New Zealand search for nationhood.
Maori cultural identity has been seriously eroded by military might, the law, loss of land, exclusion from power, and economic deprivation. The effects remain evident and are related to a variety of sociocultural problems. This paper focuses on conditions which undermined a positive Maori identity and discusses measures likely to lead to a restored sense of positive identity including opportunities to reinforce cultural identity in mental health services. If people are able to have access to the Maori world, and to society's institutions and professions without being required to relinquish their own culture, identity can be secured more firmly.